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Topsector Horticulture

• Executive policy making body for the primary production sector in 
The Netherlands

• Non-dilutive funding of RDI-projects & PPPs in the sector
• Focus on societal challenges & solutions through customized Impact TU 

program
• Liaison to broad network of companies (LEs & SMEs), research institutes 

and governmental institutions in the sector in the Netherlands
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The Horticulture and Starting Materials Top Sector aspires to be the world leader in successful solutions for global societal challenges relating to horticulture, food and a green environment

Sustainable production
Most sustainable horticultural production chains in the world; world market leader in the field of starting materials, internationally recognised leader in yield assurance due to intelligent cultivation and processing methods.
�Healthy food and a healthy living environment
•	Worldwide daily access to healthy plant-based foods at an affordable price; guarantee of safely 	consuming plant-based products;	providing vitamins, fibres and minerals in fruit and vegetable crops so 	as to provide an important supplement to the energy and protein intake in a balanced diet.
�Value creation
•	Focus on added value, product innovation, sustainability and a new market approach; translates global challenges into opportunities.
�Innovation system
•	Our knowledge institutes continue to rank first globally in excellent plant sciences; new scientific developments in the 	knowledge areas of genetics, plant physiology and phytopathology, using high-tech methods such as genomics, sensor technology and bio-information, have bolstered the sector's innovation leap in the Netherlands; percentage of enterprises participating in public-private partnership projects will have doubled by 2019 and tripled by 2030 compared with 2015; private enterprises will have increased their investments in R&D by 2030.
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FOOD

Nutrition
Plant Based Ingredients

Food4All
Primary production

Agroecology
Gastronomy

HEALTH

Personalised Medicine
Prevention
Lifestyle

Healthy diet
NCDs

Pandemics

LIVING ENVIRONMENT

Planetary boundaries
Sustainability

Circular economy
Biodiversity

Climate Change

KDTsKETs SSH



Food
The availability, accessibility, and affordability of healthy food options can impact food choices and 
diet quality. Food deserts, which are areas with limited access to healthy food options, can contribute 
to poor dietary habits and related health conditions.

Health The physical, social, and economic conditions that influence health outcomes can include access to 
healthcare services, environmental factors, and social determinants of health.

Living environment The quality of housing, neighborhood safety, and community resources can also impact health 
outcomes, particularly for vulnerable populations

Behavioral factors Health behaviors, such as diet, physical activity, tobacco and alcohol use, and sexual practices, can 
have a significant impact on health outcomes.

Socio-Economic-Status
Income, education, employment, and social status are important determinants of health across the 
continuum. These factors can influence access to healthy food options, healthcare services, and 
community resources.

How to define the FHLE-continuum



FHLE
ROADMAP

Knowledge development 
& deployment

Action line 1
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The healthy region

Action line 3
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Knowledge platform

Action line 4

02

Healthy youth & schools

Action line 2
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https://unsplash.com/photos/MUZFKa_mttU




PLANETARY HEALTH

HUMAN EARTH

The goal is to boost Earth Health
and Human Health through 

cross-overs & 
systems integration 

HC-System

Social
Domain
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Definition 1: Planetary health was defined as: “the health of human civilisation and the state of the natural systems on which it depends. 

Definiition 2: A solutions-oriented, transdisciplinary field and social movement focused on analyzing and addressing the impacts of human disruptions to Earth’s natural systems on human health and all life on Earth 





DK-NLSYNERGY



What? 
To create a new bilateral funding instrument between 
Denmark and the Netherlands to provide significant 
traction to better integrate the food system, health 
system, and living environment. It offers a strategic 
pathway to enhance innovation, policy alignment, 
economic cooperation, and global leadership in 
sustainability and public health.

Joint Program Partnership DK-NLSYNERGY



WHY?

 The prominent position of Danish and Dutch 
ecosystems in the FHLE continuum in the World

 The intertwined challenges in the food system, 
healthcare system and living environment call for 
immediate action

 Not only the sense of urgency to deal with the 
problems we face, but certainly also the opportunity 
to stimulate human health and preserve earth health 
simultaneously

Joint Program Partnership DK-NLSYNERGY
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